
MARTINEZ INDEPENDENT REDISTRICTING COMMISSION BEGINS THE WORK FO REDRAWING 
OUR VOTING DISTRICTS 
 
The redrawing of districts is required following the national census which occurs every 10 years.   
Previously the city had “at large” council members who represented the entire city.   However, 
several years ago, the council voted to establish 4 separate voting districts following the threat 
of a lawsuit alleging that the city was not being fairly represented.  Many members of the 
community felt that the first voting districts were drawn unfairly and to protect the interests 
and the seats of the incumbent city council members.   After considerable pressure exerted 
from the community, the Martinez City Council recently voted to establish an Independent 
Redistricting Commission to redraw the city’s voting districts.    
 
The Martinez Independent Redistricting Commission is made up a group of citizens who applied 
and were selected through a process to ensure fair representation from four quadrants of the 
city and a balance of political perspectives.     The following Martinez residents were selected as 
members of the commission:   

Michael Fleming 

Julian Frazer 

Rhonda Cavin  

Ed McCarthy  

Diana Solero  

Gretchen Egen  

Christina Reich  

Wendy Nelson (Alternate) 

Robert Perry (Alternate) 

  
On September 20th, the commission met to begin their work and decided that they will hold 
regular meetings on the First and Third Monday of the month at 6:00 PM for the upcoming 
months through the deadline to draw maps in April 2022.   Christina Reich was elected by the as 
the chairperson of the commission and Ed McCarthy was elected as the vice chair.    Members 
of the commission received training on the redistricting process and the basic rules of being 
part of a public commission.  Additionally, the city has engaged a contractor, Redistricting 
Partners, to assist the commission and public with the demographics and to provide tools 
mapping for the redistricting process.    The next meeting will be held on October 4th and will 
specifically focus on identifying “communities of interest” within Martinez which should be 



taken into consideration when developing voting districts and members of the public 
representing specific comm unities of interest are encouraged to show up and speak on behalf 
of their community. 
 
Thousand Friends of Martinez is very pleased that the Independent Redistricting Commission is 
up and running and strongly encourages members of the public to engage in the redistricting 
process as public input is going to be critically important to ensure that the new districts are 
drawn in a manner to fairly represent all interest citizens.   The city has established this website 
(click link) where citizens will be able to learn more about redistricting, see the schedule of 
upcoming meetings of the Independent Redistricting Commission, find agendas, meeting 
minutes, and recordings of prior meetings.  Soon, the city has also promised to make a mapping 
tool available to the public on this website which will allow member of the public to create and 
submit district maps for consideration by the Independent Redistricting Commission.   

https://www.cityofmartinez.org/gov/mayor/redistricting_2021_22/default.asp
https://www.cityofmartinez.org/gov/mayor/redistricting_2021_22/default.asp

