
At Last!  Pine Meadow Park is Underway 
 

 
 
Construction on Pine Meadow park---the first new City park in over 20 years---has 
started.  On 8/17/21, the City Council approved the Pine Meadow Final Map, 
allowing the start of construction on the entire Pine Meadow project. 
 
This new park is sorely needed.  The City’s draft General Plan Update says we will 
need over 29 acres of new park to meet the increased population in the plan.  The 
8.22 acre Pine Meadow park will be a start on that.  It is the last site in Martinez 
for a decent sized park, so it is critical that we make the best use of this great 
opportunity. 
 
The park is part of an over-arching Settlement Agreement reached between the 
Friends of Pine Meadow and three Martinez citizens, the City, and DeNova 
Homes, the developer.  It encompasses the 8.22 acre public park and miscellaneous 
small parcels deeded to the City at no cost and $1,000,000 of park improvements 
paid for by the developer. 
  
 
Public Input Process on Park Design starts Tuesday, 9/21/21   



 
The Park, Recreation, Marina & Cultural Commission (PRMCC) has been directed 
by the Council to conduct public hearings to gather all public input on park design 
and improvements, revisit priorities for spending the monies from the developer 
for park improvements, and recommend a park design and improvements priority 
list to the Council. 
 
On Tuesday, 9/21/21 at 7P.M, the PRMCC will hold a virtual hearing to determine 
the process to be followed to get public input and determine park design 
recommendations.  Hopefully everyone in Martinez will have a say in what the 
park looks like and what activities will be placed there. 
 
Here’s the link to the Agenda that will allow you to connect to the Zoom meeting 
or access the meeting via phone.   
 
https://martinez.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=martinez_c44f1e687c38
78ec947051ad15777ae4.pdf&view=1 
 
The Staff Report is not out yet, but checking in on the Agenda will let you know 
when it is available for you to download. 
 
 

Key Park Issues:  Usable Park Land and Drainage Basins and 
Slopes   
 
The biggest controversies at this stage are (1) usable park land and (2) the drainage 
basins and their surrounding slopes.   
 
How much park acreage will be available for active park uses (usable park land) 
is a major issue.  Usable park land is generally flat and can accommodate all of 
those activities that bring so many of us to our parks.  
 
It is where you find picnic and barbecue areas, tot lot and playground equipment, 
basketball/volleyball/bocce courts, restrooms, a big field to run around on, and 
similar active uses.   
 
Some are suggesting as little as 1.8 acres of usable park land in our 8.22 acre 
park.  But that is way too little.  Nancy Boyd Park, around an acre smaller than 
Pine Meadow, has about 3-3.5 acres of usable park land in the lower section 

https://martinez.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=martinez_c44f1e687c3878ec947051ad15777ae4.pdf&view=1
https://martinez.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=martinez_c44f1e687c3878ec947051ad15777ae4.pdf&view=1


alone.  
 
That’s where you find the park’s tot lot & playground, picnic/barbecue areas, a 
basketball court, restroom and meeting room, and a large field to run around on. 
  
We believe that’s the acreage of usable park land we should plan for at the new 
Pine Meadow park.  The goal is to designate and grade the usable park land now 
when the project is being graded.  But we don’t have to put in the actual amenities 
until we have the funds or until population pressure demands them.  
 
We must not throw this opportunity away.    
 
--------- 
A number of Martinez citizens who support this drive for more flat usable park 
land, also have three other park design issues.  Their four issues are:   

• Eliminate the basins---they occupy the best site for usable park land.  And 
the basins are not even part of the drainage plan incorporated in the 
Settlement Agreement or on any of the Agreement maps. 

• If the basins must stay, consolidate them.  Especially the smaller two. 

• If basins must remain, get the developer to provide first-rate basin and slope 
landscaping/paths/view spots/boardwalk. 

• Get the developer to grade flat more acreage in the park for usable park 
land---3 spots have been discussed---to offset the loss of usable park land to 
the basins and slopes.  

These goals make sense to us.  They will help ensure we end up with a first-class 
new park.  After all, we’ve waited over 20 years or this.  So we deserve a good 
result.    



 
 
Pine Meadow park is a once-in-a-generation opportunity to design a park that will 
enhance everyone’s quality of life and give all Martinez residents a healthy, safe 
and fun place to enjoy for decades to come. 
  
We encourage you to attend the public meetings and speak up.  Working as a 
community, we can all join together to make this a true Martinez success.  
 
  
P.S.  Several smaller open space/park areas are called out in the Agreement 
(outlined in blue on the map above), and are tied together by the Pedestrian 
Connection (shown in yellow on the map).  We are urging the PRMCC to give 
design oversight to them too.  It just makes sense, and we encourage you to tell 
them that too.  
 
We will make every attempt to keep you informed of upcoming meetings on the 
park. Please also go to the Friends of Pine Meadow 
website   www.friendsofpinemeadow.org for additional information and history.  
 
 

http://www.friendsofpinemeadow.org/

