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Looks like Martinez is a music town after all. 

The outdoor dining program was initiated in 2020 to allow for outdoor space for 
dining in restaurants who weren’t allowed to have any customers inside. The 
model worked and live music was added to improve ambience during dining. Over 
time, the music became the most attractive part of this program. It’s become pretty 
clear that live music is something that people want and that people will come from 
around the area to see. We have discovered something that is a great attribute for 
our town. 

I do want to acknowledge that what many see is a flawless positive thing for our 
town does have its flaws in its current form. But, what I see here is an opportunity 
to create an environment that facilitates outdoor – and indoor – music and 
performance throughout Martinez. 

Martinez has a variety of public spaces and venues that can accommodate 
gatherings for performances, including the Downtown Plaza, Rankin Park Gazebo 
and grassy area, Susana Park, the Campbell Theatre, and the Waterfront Park. 
Many cities are starting to bring back their outdoor summer concert series and I’d 
like to see Martinez do the same. In light of the current ebb and flow of the 
pandemic, these ideas seem out of reach, but I think that thinking big will keep us 
hopeful and positive! 



I would like to see our City work with business owners and members of the 
community to plan and support live music and performance events that 
occur regularly. We could have a “first Saturdays” event or a “night block party” 
event, where numerous businesses work together to schedule live music and have 
retail businesses stay open late if they would like. Or, we could have family-
friendly afternoon or evening concerts, performances, and plays at our local parks. 

As the weather gets colder and the street closure program winds down, I’d like to 
see City Council and staff begin to identify ways to roll these programs out. In 
order to roll this out successfully, the right promoters and planners will need to be 
involved. I would support the funding to bring on the right people to make such a 
program successful. I’m open to suggestions and ideas about what you think this 
might look like in Martinez. Send me an email with your thoughts. I look forward 
to setting the stage for the live music scene in Martinez to continue and flourish.   
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