
Fishing Pier Status – Brianne Zorn, Martinez City Councilmember 
In early September visitors to the waterfront encountered an 
unexpected sight. After the scheduled inspection of the fishing pier, 
inspectors had determined that it was unsafe for pedestrian access. 
For some citizens of Martinez, this may have come out of the blue. 
But if you've been attending city council meetings regularly you 
know that this is a topic that the city council has been monitoring 
for a while. In 2020, an engineering company was hired to inspect 
the fishing pier to evaluate its structural integrity. The results of the 
inspection concluded there were significant repairs that needed to 
be done but the pier did not need to be closed. So earlier this year 
the city council made the decision that the pier would remain open 
with appropriate signage and regular inspections of the pier. As the 
pier is an important component of the Martinez waterfront, the 
City decided to apply for a Proposition 68 competitive grant, a topic 
I covered earlier this year in a Thousand Friends newsletter. The 
Grant involves refurbishing the pier, making surrounding 
improvements, and adding amenities to the lawn space at the top 
of the walkway to the pier. The Grant was submitted in March 
2021. 

 
In September 2021, the engineering company returned to the fishing pier and did a follow up inspection. 
Pilings and other structural components that had been identified as watch locations were now deteriorated to 
a point where it was determined the fishing pier should be closed to pedestrian traffic until these issues could 
be fixed.  
 
So, with this clear need for repairs, where are we with grant funding? While the schedule indicated we would 
receive notice of winning the grant in August 2021, we still have not heard. But, I remain optimistic because 
our project is compelling to the Martinez community and the region.  
 
That said, if we don't receive the Grant these repairs will still need to be made.  During a recent meeting, the 
City Council has voiced support for this, although over the past many years there has not been the city funding 
available to support significant waterfront improvements. Nevertheless, the waterfront is a very important 
and unique part of Martinez, and waterfront improvements are one of my priorities. 
    
The city council was in agreement that we need to prioritize reopening the pier for pedestrian traffic and we 
requested the engineering company provide us a path forward for some immediate fixes. We're still optimistic 
that we will receive the Prop 68 Grant, but if we don't we are going to have to identify alternative sources of 
funding to make these improvements.  
  
One potential source of some funding Is the American Recovery Plan Act. Did you know that the City of 
Martinez will receive approximately $9 million to support COVID19 recovery efforts that can be used for a 
variety of infrastructure projects including water, sewer, and broadband (among other uses...read more 
here  https://www.gfoa.org/american-rescue-plan-spending-guiding-principles). This is an opportunity to 
invest in our city. The City Council initiated the discussion in early September of different potential projects 
where investments now can support our community in the long road of economic recovery.  I encourage you 
to participate in upcoming city council meetings and provide feedback as we identify and select the projects 
where we will use these funds to invest in the future of Martinez. 

https://www.gfoa.org/american-rescue-plan-spending-guiding-principles

