
Hey Martinez! Wanna get involved? 
 
A common theme in my discussions with folks is their frustration with feeling like they are not 
aware of opportunities to be involved and provide input when decisions are made in the City of 
Martinez. Usually, there is a post on social media or a comment from a friend about “a public 
meeting last week” that elicits several comments like “Why do I never find out about these 
things?!?!”.  From my perspective from the dais (who am I kidding? From my home office 
computer screen via a Zoom meeting) there are many opportunities for citizens to be involved. 
And from my perspective, there are also many opportunities missed.  
Below are several ways you can be involved in the City of Martinez: 
 

• Vacancies on Commissions and Committees. There are currently nine (NINE!) 
unscheduled vacancies on Commissions and Committees. The annual hourly 
commitment varies by commission and is an excellent way to get initial involvement in 
City activities. Opportunities include: 

• Civil Service Commission (input on City labor employment) 
• Veterans Commission (input on Veterans’ memorials and events) 
• Cemetery Commission (input on maintenance and care of Alhambra Cemetery) 
• Measure D Citizens’ Oversight committee (oversight of use of road improvement 

and maintenance measure tax funds) 
• Measure H Citizens’ Bond oversight committee (oversight of use of Park Bond 

funds) 
• Measure X Oversight committee (oversight of use of Quality of life/Essential 

Services tax funds) 
 
More information here: 
https://www.cityofmartinez.org/civicax/inc/blobfetch.aspx?BlobID=28128 

 
 

• General Plan Update. You probably know that the Martinez General Plan draft update 
from 2015 was never approved by the City Council, which means we are operating off of 
a General Plan written in 1974. In 2021, City staff doubled down on the effort to update 
this document and on November 5 released a draft General Plan Update for public 
review and comment. There is no formal deadline, but the public is encouraged to 
submit initial written comments by November 30. On December 1, the City Council and 
Planning Commission will begin a series of public meetings to review the General Plan 
and provide comment. You are welcome to participate in any of these meetings and 
provide your thoughts during public comment.  

 
 

• December 1, 2021 at 5:30 PM (prior to the regular City Council mtg.) 
• December 15, 2021 at 5:30 PM (prior to the regular City Council mtg.) 
• January 12, 2022 at 6 PM (Special Meeting) 

 
More information here: 
https://www.cityofmartinez.org/depts/planning/general_plan_update.asp 
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• Submit a proposed district map as part of the Redistricting Process. The Independent 
Redistricting Commission (IRC) has been tasked with incorporating the results of the 
2020 Census data to redraw the City of Martinez voting districts to better follow the 
new state rules and to ensure demographic consistency between the districts. Thousand 
Friends has provided you updates on this regularly, but now is the time to get 
involved!  Did you know that you can submit a proposed map as part of the redistricting 
process? A website has been set up that allows you to draw maps that you think are 
appropriate. The program, DistrictR (https://districtr.org/event/martinez), will show you 
the demographic makeup of your map and once you are satisfied, you can submit to the 
IRC for their consideration. Meetings are held on the first and third Mondays of the 
month.  
 

• December 6, 2021 at 6:00 PM  
• December 20, 2021 at 6:00 PM  

 
More information here: 
https://www.cityofmartinez.org/gov/mayor/redistricting_2021_22/default.asp 
 

• Attend a public meeting. Agendas for upcoming meetings are posted here a few days 
before the meeting: https://www.cityofmartinez.org/gov/meetings.asp.  You can review 
the included materials ahead of time and provide input by attending the meeting or 
simply sending an email to committee members or councilmembers. We always 
appreciate hearing from you. 

 
Have a very happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Brianne 
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